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Fireworks Interdiction Task Force Makes 4 Arrests,

 Confiscates 4,000 Pounds of Fireworks 

Date/Time:  April 30, 2007, 3 a.m.

Location:    I-15 at Lenwood Road, Barstow

Incident:    Felony Arrest for Possession of Dangerous Fireworks

Summary: Investigation and surveillance by police and fire agencies resulted in police confiscation of 4,000 pounds of illegal, dangerous fireworks and four arrests early Monday morning in Barstow.  San Bernardino County Sheriff’s deputies confiscated the cargo and made the arrests after stopping a pickup truck pulling a 14-foot-long trailer that contained the fireworks on southbound I-15 at Lenwood Road.  The deputies made the stop and arrests after investigators learned of the shipment and were able to track the vehicle to Barstow.

The Fireworks Interdiction Team—whose members include fire investigators from the San Bernardino County Fire Department, the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department, the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department and the San Gabriel Valley Arson Task Force—conducted the investigation. 

Arrested were David Garcia, 27, of South Pasadena; Jason Yamasaki, 27, of Monterey Park; Suzan Garcia, 21, of Alhambra; and Dolly Martinez, 31, of Rosemead.  All four were booked for violation of California Health and Safety Code12702c: Possession of dangerous fireworks without a permit.  They were booked into a county detention facility in Barstow.  Bail was set at $15,000 each.  If convicted, the four are subject to imprisonment of up to one year, fines of up to $5,000, or both.  Possession of fireworks containing a total of more than one pound of explosive powder is a felony. 
The interdiction group also confiscated another 1,000 pounds of fireworks from a number of violators over the weekend of April 28-29.  Misdemeanor citations for possession of small amounts of fireworks were issued in these cases. 

Under California law, most fireworks that explode, shoot into the air, or move along the ground are considered dangerous and are illegal to possess without a permit at any time.  That includes firecrackers, skyrockets and “chasers” that dart along the ground in different directions. 

In the unincorporated areas of San Bernardino County, possession of any type of fireworks, including the “Safe and Sane” fireworks allowed in some County communities, is illegal.  Fireworks will be confiscated and citations may be issued.  In the event a fire occurs due to the unsafe use of fireworks, individuals may be criminally charged and responsible for restitution.
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