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Beware the Poodle-Dog Bush:

Cute Name, Pretty Flower, but Stay Away!

SAN BERNARDINO, Calif.—A decorative flowering plant called the “poodle-dog bush” (Turricula parryi) that springs up in mountain burn areas may be a pretty sight and a sign of recovery, but if you see one, just look.  Don’t touch it or even smell the flowers, the San Bernardino County Fire Department strongly advises.

For many people, touching the plant, or trying to smell the flowers, which are reportedly ill-scented anyway, can lead to itching and irritated skin, along with small blisters, much as poison oak does.   Symptoms may not present themselves for 12 to 36 hours after contact.

Turricula parryi is a sturdy bush, with dense, long leaves, that can grow up to 10 feet tall.  It produces clusters of purple-and-white, trumpet-shaped flowers.  The poodle-dog bush thrives in burn areas, such as areas affected by the Grass Valley and Slide Fires of last fall, but also grows in mountain soils from 1,000 to 8,000 feet in elevation.

If you think you may have come into contact with this plant, immediately wash exposed areas with cold running water.  This may help to avoid the rash, or at least keep the plant oil from touching other parts of your body.  Wash clothing or other objects that may have come in contact with the plants.  If a rash forms, you can relieve symptoms using wet compresses and cool baths. Non-prescription antihistamines and calamine lotion also may help relieve symptoms. In moderate to severe cases, the rash may require treatment by a doctor.  The rash is not contagious, even with contact with fluid from the blisters.

A picture of the plant can be found at www.calflora.net/bloomingplants/poodledogbush.html.
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